Five-Day Devotional: Pressure Does Not Stop the Mission

This 5-day devotional is from the sermon “Under Pressure” based on Acts 7-11, exploring how
pressure reveals faith, advances the mission, and expands God’s purpose. Discover how God
uses trials, scattering, and even opposition to strengthen His people and spread the Gospel.

Day 1: When Pressure Reveals Truth
Devotional

Life has a way of stripping away pretense and revealing what's really in our hearts. When
everything is going smoothly, faith can feel effortless. We attend church, pray before meals, and
feel spiritually secure. But when the storms hit - when we lose a job, face a health crisis, or
experience relationship turmoil - that's when we discover what truly drives us. The early
believers understood this reality. They faced imprisonment, loss of property, and even death for
following Christ. Yet instead of abandoning their faith, these pressures revealed the depth of their
commitment. Their response wasn't natural human courage - it was Spirit-formed faithfulness
that could only come from a genuine relationship with Jesus. Pressure doesn't create character; it
simply reveals what was already there. When life squeezes us, what comes out? Bitterness or
grace? Fear or faith? Complaints or worship? These moments of testing aren't punishments -
they're opportunities to see how deeply our roots have grown in Christ. Today, whatever pressure
you're facing, remember that God isn't surprised by your circumstances. He's using them to show
you - and others - the reality of His presence in your life.

Bible Verse

"And Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God." - Acts 7:55

Reflection Question

What does the pressure in your life currently reveal about what truly motivates and drives you?
Quote Pressure reveals what truly drives us, what really motivates us.

Prayer

Lord, help me see current pressures not as obstacles but as opportunities to reveal Your
faithfulness in my life. Give me Spirit-formed courage to respond with grace.



Day 2: Mission Over Comfort
Devotional

When life gets overwhelming, our natural instinct is to circle the wagons and focus solely on
survival. We cut back on commitments, withdraw from relationships, and often the first thing to
go is our spiritual involvement. It's understandable - we only have so much energy, and self-
preservation kicks in. But the early church shows us a radically different approach. When
persecution intensified and believers were scattered from their homes, they didn't abandon their
mission. Instead, they carried the Gospel wherever they went. Their response wasn't to retreat but
to advance, not to hide but to shine brighter. This challenges our modern tendency to put faith on
the back burner when life gets difficult. What if, instead of seeing pressure as a reason to step
back from God's work, we saw it as an opportunity to step forward? What if our struggles
became the very platform from which we share hope with others? The difference between
believers and the rest of the world isn't that we don't face hardships - it's how we respond to
them. When others see us continuing to serve, love, and share hope despite our circumstances,
they witness something supernatural. Our mission becomes more important than our comfort,
and that's when God's power is most clearly displayed.

Bible Verse

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." - Acts 1:8

Reflection Question

How might God be calling you to continue His mission even in the midst of your current
pressures?

Quote The big idea for today is pressure does not stop the mission of Christ.
Prayer

Father, help me prioritize Your mission over my comfort. Give me strength to be a faithful
witness even when life is difficult.



Day 3: Scattered to Spread
Devotional

Sometimes what looks like defeat is actually God's strategy for victory. When persecution
scattered the early believers from Jerusalem, it seemed like a devastating blow to the young
church. Families were separated, homes abandoned, and the comfortable community they'd built
was shattered. But God had a bigger plan. What Satan intended to suppress, God used to amplify.
Those scattered believers didn't huddle in fear - they became missionaries wherever they landed.
The Gospel spread faster through persecution than it ever had through comfort. Cities that might
never have heard about Jesus suddenly had believers sharing their faith on every street corner.
This same principle applies to our lives today. The disruptions, relocations, and unexpected
changes we face aren't random chaos - they're often God's way of repositioning us for greater
impact. That job loss might lead you to a workplace that desperately needs your witness. That
move to a new city might connect you with people who need to hear about Jesus. When pressure
scatters our plans, it doesn't scatter God's purposes. He uses every displacement, every difficulty,
every disruption to expand His kingdom in ways we never could have imagined. What feels like
being pushed backward might actually be God's way of launching us forward into His greater
plan.

Bible Verse
"Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went." - Acts 8:4
Reflection Question

How might God be using current disruptions in your life to position you for greater kingdom
impact?

Quote The pressure didn't destroy the church. It repositioned the church.
Prayer

Lord, help me trust that You can use even the scattering and disruption in my life to spread Your
Gospel. Open my eyes to new opportunities for witness.



Day 4: From Enemy to Evangelist
Devotional

One of the most stunning examples of God's power to transform pressure into purpose is found
in the story of Saul becoming Paul. Here was a man who made it his mission to destroy the early
church. He arrested believers, approved of their executions, and struck fear into the hearts of
Christians everywhere. If anyone seemed beyond redemption, it was Saul. Yet God had other
plans. In a dramatic encounter on the road to Damascus, the greatest persecutor of the church
became its most passionate missionary. The enemy became an evangelist. The threat became a
testimony. What seemed impossible became inevitable when God's power was involved. This
transformation reminds us that no situation is too difficult for God to redeem, and no person is
too far gone for His grace to reach. The very forces that seem to oppose God's work can become
instruments of His glory. The pressure that feels overwhelming today might be the catalyst for
breakthrough tomorrow. Perhaps you're facing opposition that feels insurmountable. Maybe there
are people in your life who seem hostile to faith, or circumstances that appear to work against
God's purposes. Remember Paul's story. God specializes in turning enemies into allies, obstacles
into opportunities, and pressure into powerful testimonies of His grace.

Bible Verse

"But Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving
that Jesus is the Messiah." - Acts 9:22

Reflection Question

What seemingly impossible situation in your life might God be preparing to transform for His
glory?

Quote We see that the persecutor becomes the preacher. We see that the enemy becomes the
missionary.

Prayer

God, You can transform any enemy into an evangelist and any obstacle into an opportunity. Help
me trust Your power to redeem even the most difficult circumstances.



Day 5: Pressure Expands Purpose
Devotional

As we conclude this journey through pressure and purpose, it's important to recognize that facing
difficulties isn't a matter of 'if' but 'when.' Scripture doesn't promise us a life free from challenges
- it assumes we'll encounter them. The real question isn't whether pressure will come, but how
we'll respond when it does. The early church teaches us that pressure doesn't restrict God's
mission - it expands its reach. When we remain faithful under pressure, when we continue to
love and serve despite difficulties, when we maintain hope in the midst of hardship, we become
living testimonies to God's power. Our response to pressure becomes a platform for the Gospel.
This perspective transforms everything. Instead of seeing current struggles as obstacles to
overcome, we can view them as opportunities God is providing. Instead of asking 'Why is this
happening to me?' we can ask 'How is God using this for His mission?' Instead of waiting for
comfortable circumstances to serve Him, we can trust that His power is most clearly displayed
through our weakness. Remember, Christ's mission has never depended on comfort - it's always
depended on His power working through willing vessels. When you're at the end of yourself,
you're perfectly positioned to rely on His faithfulness. Your pressure can become His platform,
your struggle His stage, your weakness His strength.

Bible Verse

"But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.'
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest
on me." - 2 Corinthians 12:9

Reflection Question
Where is God currently using pressure in your life to expand His mission and display His power?

Quote The question is not will we face pressure? The real question is where is God using
pressure in my life for his mission?

Prayer

Father, help me see every pressure as an opportunity for Your power to be displayed. Use my
struggles to expand Your kingdom and bring glory to Your name.



